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recluse. You shall fling open the doors of his heart,
that his fellow-men may make it their home. You
shall teach him how noble'a thing it is to be a noble
husband, by giving him the hand of the Princess
Kanta, your daughter. To you shall be granted the
honour of bringing forth this hero to the light of the
world of men. And in return for this great service
which you shall thereby render to mankind, the
clouds will pour their treasures of rain over your
kingdom, and your afflicted people will once more
raise their heads/5

As soon as the holy man had finished his speech
the king rose from his throne and said, " Which of
you will set out at once in search of the young
hermit ? "

There was a stir among the counsellors and
ministers. " This is an honourable mission/9 they
said one to another, " and it is fitting that so illustrious
a person as yourself should carry it out." But no
man came forward on his own account to say, " Send
me, O King ! "

At length, however, a kinsman of the king, and
one of the most valiant men among the Angas,
stepped forward and said, " Tell me, O holy Brah-
man, has this recluse really received the power to
curse ? "

" Yes," said the old man, " the gods undertook
to grant him whatever he might ask, and he begged
for this terrible gift."

The counsellors and ministers looked at one
another in dismay, and silence fell upon the company.